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actions shall be avoided by NSF per-
sonnel during the process of prepara-
tion of an EIS and for a period of thirty
days after the final EIS is filed with
EPA, unless such actions are necessary
to comply with other specific statutory
requirements.

(2) 40 CFR 1506.10 also places certain
limitations on the timing of agency de-
cisions on taking ‘“‘major Federal ac-
tions”’. In some cases the actual ‘‘deci-
sion point’> may be more clear-cut than
others. If the ‘‘action’” that neces-
sitated the preparation of an EIS is one
that would be carried out under grant,
contract, or cooperative agreement,
then the award shall not be made be-
fore the times set forth in 40 CFR
1506.10, unless such action is necessary
to comply with other specific statutory
requirements, or as exceptions are
needed as provided in 40 CFR 1506.10,
1506.11, or 1507.3. However, an award for
preliminary planning proposals may be
made before such times if it is so struc-
tured as to require further NSF approv-
als for funding the actual actions that
might adversely affect the quality of
the human environment. In such cases,
the subsequent approvals for funding
these actions will be considered the
“‘decision’’. This is consistent with the
requirement that environmental con-
siderations undergo concurrent review
with all other project planning consid-
erations.

(c) In appropriate cases, if the action
involves other agencies, the Chairman
may agree to designate another agency
as ‘‘lead agency” and to cooperate as
discussed in 40 CFR 1501.5 and 1501.6. In
such cases, the Chairman has authority
to alter the procedures described in (a)
to the extent they are inconsistent
with functions assigned to NSF under
the ‘‘cooperating agency’ arrange-
ments.

(d) A public record of decision stating
what the decision was; identifying al-
ternatives that were considered, in-
cluding the environmentally preferable
one(s); discussing any national policy
considerations that entered into the
decision; and summarizing a moni-
toring and enforcement program if ap-
plicable for mitigation, will be pre-
pared. This record of decision will be
prepared at the time the decision is
made, or if appropriate, when the agen-
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cy makes its recommendation for ac-
tion to Congress. (See 40 CFR 1505.2.)
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§641.10 Purpose.

These procedures are designed to
elicit and evaluate information that
will inform the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF) of the potential environ-
mental consequences of proposed U.S.
Antarctic Program (USAP) actions, so
that relevant environmental consider-
ations are taken into account by deci-
sionmakers before reaching final deci-
sions on whether or how to proceed
with proposed actions. These proce-
dures are consistent with and imple-
ment the requirements of:

(a) Executive Order 12114 as it relates
to NSF’s Antarctic activities, and

(b) the environmental assessment
provisions of the Protocol on Environ-
mental Protection to the Antarctic
Treaty.

§641.11 Policy.

It is the policy of NSF to use all
practicable means, consistent with its
authority, to ensure that potential en-
vironmental effects of actions under-
taken by NSF in Antarctica, either
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